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§665.601 Relation to other laws.

To ensure consistency between the
management regimes of different Fed-
eral agencies with shared management
responsibilities of fishery resources
within the Coral reef ecosystem regu-
latory area, fishing authorized under
this subpart is not allowed within the
boundary of a National Wildlife Refuge
unless specifically authorized by the
USFWS, regardless of whether that ref-
uge was established by action of the
President or the Secretary of the Inte-
rior.

§665.602 Permits and fees.

(a) Applicability. Unless otherwise
specified in this subpart, §665.13 applies
to coral reef ecosystem permits.

(1) Special permit. Any person of the
United States fishing for, taking or re-
taining coral reef ecosystem MUS must
have a special permit if they, or a ves-
sel which they operate, is used to fish
for any:

(i) Coral reef ecosystem MUS in low-
use MPAs as defined in §665.18;

(ii) Potentially Harvested Coral Reef
Taxa in the coral reef ecosystem regu-
latory area; or

(iii) Coral reef ecosystem MUS in the
coral reef ecosystem regulatory area
with any gear not specifically allowed
in this subpart.

(2) Transshipment permit. A receiving
vessel must be registered for use with a
transshipment permit if that vessel is
used in the coral reef ecosystem regu-
latory area to land or tranship PHCRT,
or any coral reef ecosystem MUS har-
vested within low-use MPAs.

(3) Exceptions. The following persons
are not required to have a permit under
this section:

(i) Any person issued a permit to fish
under the Bottomfish and Seamount
Groundfish FMP, Pelagics FMP, Crus-
taceans FMP or Precious Corals FMP
who incidentally catches coral reef
ecosystem MUS while fishing for
bottomfish management unit species,
crustaceans management unit species,
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Pacific pelagic management unit spe-
cies, precious coral, or seamount
groundfish.

(ii) Any person fishing for CHCRT
outside of an MPA, who does not retain
any incidentally caught PHCRT; and

(iii) Any person collecting marine or-
ganisms for scientific research as de-
scribed in §600.745 of this chapter.

(b) Validity. Bach permit will be valid
for fishing only in the fishery manage-
ment subarea specified on the permit.

(c) General requirements. General re-
quirements governing application in-
formation, issuance, fees, expiration,
replacement, transfer, alteration, dis-
play, sanctions, and appeals for per-
mits are contained in §665.13.

(d) Special permit. The Regional Ad-
ministrator shall issue a special permit
in accordance with the criteria and
procedures specified in this section.

(1) Application. An applicant for a
special or transshipment permit issued
under this section must complete and
submit to the Regional Administrator,
a Special Coral Reef Ecosystem Fish-
ing Permit Application Form issued by
NMFS. Information in the application
form must include, but is not limited
to a statement describing the objec-
tives of the fishing activity for which a
special permit is needed, including a
general description of the expected dis-
position of the resources harvested
under the permit (i.e., stored live,
fresh, frozen, preserved; sold for food,
ornamental, research, or other use, and
a description of the planned fishing op-
eration, including location of fishing
and gear operation, amount and species
(directed and incidental) expected to be
harvested and estimated habitat and
protected species impacts).

(2) Incomplete applications. The Re-
gional Administrator may request from
an applicant additional information
necessary to make the determinations
required under this section. An appli-
cant will be notified of an incomplete
application within 10 working days of
receipt of the application. An incom-
plete application will not be considered
until corrected in writing.

(3) Issuance. (i) If an application con-
tains all of the required information,
the Regional Administrator will for-
ward copies of the application within 30
days to the Council, the U.S. Coast
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